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Class: FSC 601 L 
Time: Thursdays 1:00 – 3:45PM 
Place:  AKH Laboratory 
Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday 9:00 – 10:00AM; Appointments may also be made. 
Credit hours:  1 hr. 
Description:  Lecture and hands on lab work covering aspects related to the identification and 
analysis of Blood and other body fluid samples submitted to the laboratory.  
Corequisite: FSC 601.  
Drop date: Last day to drop and receive 100 % financial refund: Sept 1, 2009  
Drop date:  Last day to drop without academic penalty: September 30, 2009. 
Course Communication:  Communication with students will primarily be during lab hours. If 
there are any changes that arise in the syllabus or class schedule between class meetings, necessary 
steps will be taken to notify the students. 
Class Procedures and Requirements:  Each student is expected to attend all labs. Students are 
expected to be on time for the start of the lab. This course being a lab, short classes or extended 
hours may be needed depending on the experiment and students must be prepared for it.  
Class participation:  Students should be prepared to participate in lab discussion based on 
assigned readings or handouts. Participation in lab will help students discuss different scenario in a 
given environment. Participation is expected to be professional and on a level commensurate with 
a college student.  
Exams and grades:  There will be two lab practical exams during the semester. Exams will be of 
practical in nature, like identification of body fluids and/or interpretation of results. This being a 
lab course, notes taken in the laboratory is important and the laboratory notebook will also be used 
for grading. Accuracy, clarity and details will be taken into account. Both the lab exams and the 
lab notebook will be taken into consideration for the grade. 
Grades: 
Lab exam: 2 x 25% = 50 % 
Lab notebook:  1 x 25% = 25 % 
Lab participation: 1 x 25% = 25 % 
Total:      = 100 %   
Grading scale:  Grading will be done on a 10 point scale where: 90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = 
C; 60-69 = D; <60 = F. 
Exam Schedule:  October 23, 2008 and December 11, 2008. 
Lab outline:  The lab will follow a predetermined time table and handouts and/or instructions will 
be given to students at the beginning of each session. An outline of the class material along with 
handout sources is attached to the syllabus. Class attendance is important for continuation of lab 
work.  
 
 



 
Course Objectives:  The course is designed to familiarize students with: 
1. The nature of samples submitted to the laboratory. 
2. The laboratory techniques that are used to determine the body fluid types. 
3. A detailed description of the serological methods and their significance. 
4. Identify the composition of stains such as neat and mixed stains and their significance. 
The students will have the opportunity to test and identify various biological fluids in a laboratory 
setup.   
Intended Student Audience:  This course is primarily directed towards students who will be 
pursuing a career in forensic sciences, with a background in biology. Undergraduate students who 
have completed their degree with a biology background are eligible to take this course. 
Learning outcome:  Upon completion of the lab, the students will understand the serology test 
markers, procedures and their advantages and limitation. They will learn the theory and the 
principle behind the tests for some of the commonly encountered body fluids like blood, semen 
and saliva. 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a serious offense. Any written or oral presentation in which the writer 
or speaker does not distinguish clearly between original and borrowed material constitutes 
plagiarism. An act of plagiarism may lead to failing grade on the work involved and in the course. 
Please refer to the USM student hand book for more details. 
ADA Syllabus Statement:  If a student has a disability under the American with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability 
Accommodations (ODA) for information on appropriate policies and procedures. Disabilities 
covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health 
disorders. Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical condition/disability 
qualifies. 
 Address: The University of Southern Mississippi 
   Office for Disability Accommodations 
   118 College Drive # 8586 
   Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 
 Telephone: (601)266-5024 or (228)214-3232  
 FAX:   (601) 266-6035 
Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 1-
800-582-2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@USM.edu.   
 
Suggested Text book:  
 

James, Stuart H. and Nordby, Jon J. Forensic Science: An Introduction to Scientific and 
Investigative Techniques, Second Edition, Taylor and Francis CRC Press 2005. 

 


